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The United Nations Association (UNA) is an educational and campaigning charity working for a strong, credible and effective United Nations.
Perspectives on People, Population & Poverty

After a feast of articles and high-profile events where experts have reflected on the UN’s 70th anniversary and now that  the world’s governments have committed themselves to a new set of goals, Merton UNA offers an opportunity to do some digesting of it all.  We’ll use three hour-long documentaries which have been shown on BBC channels.  
Lunch-time sessions at Wilberforce House will run from 12:30-2:30 (bring packed lunch) & Evening repeat sessions from 7:30-9:30.

Friday 30th October:  Millennium Children (22/9/15) focuses on the lives of two girls (12-year-old Sor Yin in Cambodia & 11-year-old Noemie in California) and two boys (8-year-old David in the DR Congo & 15-year-old Darwin in Honduras).  It tells their stories interspersed with figures for each of the Millennium Development Goals and some comment.  

Friday 13th November: Don’t Panic:  the Truth about Population (first broadcast 7/11/13) is a presentation by Hans Rosling, a Swedish statistician, originally a medical doctor.  Many will be familiar with his ebullient style of presenting complex arguments from YouTube.  This one looks at the figures on global population - past, present & projected - and comes to a reassuring conclusion it would be good to discuss. 
Friday 27th November: Don’t Panic: How to End Poverty in 15 Years (23/9/15) – another presentation by Hans Rosling, this time addressing the fundamental objective of the Sustainable Development Goals – how to “leave no one behind”.  With his usual mixture of  figures and graphs and human stories, he argues that – given the will – that goal could be achieved.
All welcome  but RSVP ESSENTIAL as the venue is very small!
Alison Williams, Branch Secretary
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